CLASS POLICIES

Goals

· Develop a deep understanding of biological concepts

· Acquire scientific vocabulary to communicate and understand scientific concepts

· Apply the scientific process to solve problems

· Become better prepared for college level study and beyond

· Think critically, challenge assumptions, and ask questions

Preparation for Class: Your preparation is assumed.
Expected daily in class:
· An A4 notebook dedicated to this class. 
· Your notebook will be checked periodically for organization and neatness.

· A system to store your handouts (i.e. folder or 2-ring binder, portable hole puncher)

· A good supply of pens (blue or black only!)

· A good supply of pencils 
· Editing tools (correction tape/pens and erasers)

· Appointment/schedule calendar to write down assignment due dates and exam reminders.

Available at home:
· Your textbook 
· Computer with Internet access

· Printer with lots of ink and paper
· A good place to work
Basic computer skills are essential in succeeding in university. If you don’t have a computer or printer at home, you need to know where and how you can have access to these resources.

Group Work vs. Individual Work

We will frequently work in pairs and teams. Sometimes I will allow you to choose your own partner, at other times I will assign students to work together. Although we will work in teams, each student will write his/her own assignments. If you have a hard time putting things in your own words, ask for help! During group work, answers and solutions may be freely shared, but all members are expected to contribute. Simply copying answers from another lab report, homework, etc. without having helped to produce the product is plagiarism and will be treated as such.
Absences

Excused absence: your parent or guardian has notified the school on the morning of your absence regarding the reason for your absence.
Unexcused absence: the school has not been notified regarding the reason for your absence in a timely manner.
If you miss an assignment due to an excused absence, it is YOUR responsibility to seek and schedule a make-up, not my responsibility to seek you out. If you are absent, visit the class web site or email me to see what you missed. If you missed a lab due to an excused absence, it is YOUR responsibility to schedule a lab make-up session within two weeks of your absence. Missed labs may require actual lab make-up or completion of an alternative assignment. You may not make-up assignments, activities or labs missed due to an unexcused lateness or absence.
Late Work
Late work due to an excused absence will be accepted without penalty if it is turned in on the day you return to school. All other late work will be accepted with a penalty up to five school days late. You must talk to me personally if your work is late.

Lab Safety

Each student must have returned a lab safety contract, signed by student and parent before being allowed to do lab work.

Electronics Use
Cell phones must be turned off or placed on vibrate during class. Texting is forbidden. Music devices (IPODS, mp3’s, etc) and headsets are turned off/on vibrate and put out of sight. Electronic dictionaries are not allowed to be used in class without permission from the instructor. A first warning will be given for violating this policy; a second incident results in confiscation of the device and a report to be sent to the dean.
Laptops are only to be used with permission or instruction by the teacher. Using laptops for reasons other than class activities (i.e. chatting, surfing, games, etc) will result in a warning. Repeated misuse of laptops will result in loss of the privilege to use them in class. Inability to complete class assignments due the loss of laptop privilege is the student’s responsibility.
Cheating
Cheating will not be tolerated and is clearly a violation of course and school policy. The following acts of cheating are examples of behavior that will result in disciplinary actions as set by AIS.
· Communicating in any way with other students during the test, quiz, or other assessment (i.e. talking, signaling, passing items, exposing answers, etc)
· Copying someone else’s test, quiz, homework, assignment, or report

· Letting someone copy from a test, quiz, homework, assignment, or report

· Looking at notes during a test, quiz, or other assessment unless given permission
· Sharing questions from a test with students who have yet to take the test

· Listing someone else’s data without giving credit, or making up data to fit the expected answer. It is acceptable to present your own data, to state the reasons that you feel the results should be disregarded, and then to present another student’s data (making sure the source is acknowledged)

· Any form of plagiarism

· Using opinions, facts, ideas, charts, data and direct quotes from research papers, newspapers, magazines, textbooks, websites, or another person without citing the source. Quotes need not to be more than 3 sentences long and require analysis from your part, using your own words. 

Participation
Addresses an intriguing question with evidence (+1 pt)

Challenges the whole class by posing an intriguing question based on the topic at hand (+1 pt)

Answers the question by adding on/ connecting to other’s ideas (+1 pt)

Answers the question with evidence OR asks a thoughtful question that moves the whole class forward (+1 pt)

Repeats a question, or asks a question that has been clearly answered (0 pts)

Being rude, conducts side chatter (-1 pt)
Periodic totals of points compared to class averages will result in a percentage grade.

* Participation can be done though email, notes, after/before class, or other means for students not comfortable speaking in class.
Agreement:
My parent, ____________________________, and I, __________________________, understand the Class Policies stated above and the School Rules stated in the Student/Parent Handbook and will follow them to the best of my ability and accept any sanction received by violating them.

Student signature: _________________________________

Parent signature: _________________________________

